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cent ury has witnessed dramati c social, cul t ural and pol itical changes in Ch ina. 

In ti mes of t hese changes-unparalleled any where else in t he world--t he Ch inese people have st r iven t o 

t he ir nation from t he cent uries-old feudal isti c practi ces and push Ch ina int o t he fo refront of modern ity, 

i!e t he Ch inese women have gone t hrough t riumph and ecst asy as well as t rials and t ribulations as t hey 

t o adapt t o t he changes or to t ransform t heir own lives. 

are better qua lified t han t he Ch inese women writers t hemselves t o port ray t he lives of Ch inese 

r·mmen in t he era of t he soci al, pol itical and cul t ural t rans itions in mainland Ch ina, Hong Kong, and Ta iwan. 

1 

few but Renditions and t he Rend itions Pa perbacks series have served as t he med ia t hrough wh ich 

lish-language readers of t he world are able t o share t he un ique experiences of Ch inese women over t he 

t he Renditions series'collecti on of novels and short st ories by Ch inese women has t o offer is a 

ieidoscopic perspective of Ch inese women in t he era of changes. Because of t he open-mindedness of t he 

ed itors, a broad selection is made of Ch inese women writers who live in different ti mes and in 

corners of Ch ina, where different social and political circumst ances have resul t ed in t heir diverse 

and v iewpoint s. 
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Thus, from t he stories of Eileen Chang, we come to real ize the cunn ing, t he fo ll ies, and t he petti ness of 

men and women who are unable to break away from the social and moral shackles. 

From Wang Anyi, who is based in Shanghai but who worked in t he count ryside during t he Cult ural 

Revolution, we learn about t he forb idden love story of a boy and a gi rl and their subsequent 'crime and 

punishment', and about t he aspi rations and sorrows of a Shangha i woman who has had to make too many 

mental adj ust ments to g ra pp丨e with the social and political changes. 

From Xi Xi, a lead ing fi ction writer in Hong Kong, we share the anxiety, the frust ration and t he 

expectations of t he peop丨e of Hong Kong who have had t o deal with the confli cts bet ween t he old and the new, 

real ity and dream, deep-rooted t rad itional Ch inese cult ure and Western cul t ure, especially during the fifteen 

years of the t ransition before Hong Kong's handover. 

From contemporary Ta iwan women writers Huang Ying, Zhu Tianwen, Zhu Tianxin and Xiao Sa, we see 

that, unl ike their grandmot hers and great grandmothers whose priority in life was to gain independence and 

freedom, contemporary Ch inese women have to face increasing com petition and deal with t he com plexities 

and problems in a consumer society. Al t hough t he stories are about contemporary life in Ta iwan, t hey are no 

longer novel to their sisters on t he mainland, who have also become more concerned with personal 

relationsh ips and fi nances during the current economic t ransition. 

Above all, when we read t hese works in the Renditions series, we listen to the diverse voices of Ch inese 

men and women and see in our mind's eye how t he the social, pol itical and cul tural changes have affected and 

t ransformed their lives and minds. 

We should be thankful to t he Renditions series fo r all t he above. Let us hope t hat the series will continue 

to grow so as to keep open t he channel of understand ing between the Ch inese 

people and the outside world, and to enable readers of the world to continue t o 

enj oy t he prol ific literary creations of Ch inese women writers. 匿 』:/
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